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Doreen Golding

In the third of a series of 
articles profiling Wanstead's 
local community heroes, 
photojournalist Carole Edrich 
introduces us to life-long charity 
worker Doreen Golding, the 
ever-giving Pearly Queen of 
Old Kent Road 

Angels
"Thank God for Febreze!" said Doreen 

Golding, Wanstead's very own 
Pearly Queen, when I asked her how 

she keeps those intricately bejewelled and 
buttoned clothes she wears when performing 
official duties. While it defies the imagination 
to consider how Henry Croft, the original 
Pearly King, kept his suit nice enough to not 
repel the very people from whom he cajoled 
donations in the early 1900s, it transpires 
that Doreen doesn't rely on just one, but has 
in a dedicated wardrobe three skirts, five 
waistcoats, three hats and blouses galore (her 
words, not mine).

Although she is definitely a Wansteadian (she 
has lived here for over 50 years), Doreen's title is 
from the Old Kent Road, where her first husband 
was born, "and I am his Queen," she explains. 
Nowadays, apparently it's not passed down from 
the same family, nor is it a costermongers-only 
thing. Instead, you get elected or nominated for 
your charity work. "I moved here in the 1960s," 
explains Doreen, "but had already been doing 
charity with a group in Forest Gate. We did 
variety shows to raise money; the Royal Stratford 
and even the Prince Charles near Leicester 
Square. But, aware we weren't professionals, we 
decided to take our entertainment and do the 
rounds of residential homes, direct to people 
themselves."

Her second husband, a cab driver, has similar 
inclinations. "Cab drivers do a lot of charity work," 
Doreen continues. "For example, on the third 
Sunday of January every year we all do the Mad 
Hatters Tea Party, where the taxi drivers bring the 
children in and we meet and greet the sunshine 
coaches and kids, see them in and stay on show."

Doreen "got into buttons", as the saying goes, 
in the early 1990s, and in 2000 she was made 
Freeman of the City of London for her charity 
work. But charity was part of her life long before 

that. It is so much a part of her that, when asked 
what she is most proud of, her charitable works 
aren't what she first talks about. This, despite 
awards and citations, such as the one from the 
Variety Club, about which she says: "It's in a nice 
frame on my wall. It's funny, the year before 
they decided to hold the meeting to award it 
in England. But the year I got my certificate, the 
conference was in New Zealand. We just couldn't 
get there for the weekend."

For someone who has no computer, Doreen has 
a huge online profile. She's a popular speaker, 
chairman of the Wanstead Historical Society, 
charity steward of the Pearly Guild and patron 
of the Dream Factory. She appeared in Danny 
Boyle's Olympic Opening Ceremony and on 
Strictly Come Dancing, is active in the London 
Taxi Drivers' Children's Charity, visits schools, 
arranges singalongs at residential homes, visits 
hospitals and is generally game for a laugh. She 
tells me that the Pearly Kings and Queens will do 
anything they can for charity. Organisations give 
the fees to the fund and the Pearlies take nothing 
at all. Her most recent favourite was participation 
in Celebrity Chef, where, she says, the food was 
absolutely delicious.

I asked her why she originally decided to work 
so hard on other peoples' behalf. "It's nice every 
year, when we get together to suggest a charity 
that might get a few hundred pounds. And what 
else was I supposed to do with the time? I could 
have knit, I suppose…" I wonder how many 
charities would have lost out if she had.

Carole is planning a 2015 Angels in Wanstead 
calendar to raise money for charity. She 
would like to hear from anyone with 
suggestions for stories and models – email 
opkikkertje@gmail.com or leave a message 
at The Larder, 39 High Street, Wanstead.
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